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Welcome to March!! It is my honor and 

privilege to serve as your President! 

Thank you for your confidence, support, 

and the opportunity!!  

  

We have been fortunate to 

enjoy a milder winter than 

normal. However, Mike 

Bjerga, Dick Swingly and 

team have had numerous 

opportunities to exercise 

the new snow blower and 

snow moving equipment. 

They have done a marvel-

ous job of keeping the air-

port ramps, taxiways and runway clear 

of snow so that we were able to get up 

in the air on those wonderful days with 

breaks from winter. Great big shout out 

to our snow removal team for a job well 

done!! 

 

As our Founders planned it, we have a 

great mix of past board members and 

two new board members aside from my-

self who are as eager as I am to get to 

the business of the club!  We have met 

three times already to di-

gest the business of the 

Club. Welcome to our new-

est board members V.P. 

Scott Lasky and Director 

Gilead (pronounced “gie 

lad”) Biggie. Thank you to 

past board members for a 

job well done and great 

appreciation to those who 

continue on this year: Pau-

la Sippel as our new Secretary, Bob Her-

loski as Treasurer, and Lesly Jean-Louis 

and Dick Swingly as Directors. 

 

The Williamson Flying Club Apple Blos-

som Breakfast is back on this year, Sun-

day May 22! Do you remember the thrill 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.williamsonflyingclub.com
mailto:bod@williamsonflyingclub.com


 

Aviation Quote 
 

“A fierce and monkish art; a cas-

tigation of the flesh. You must 

cut out your imagination and not 

fly an airplane but regulate a 

half-dozen instruments… At first, 

the conflicts between animal 

sense and engineering brain are 

irresistibly strong.” 

 

— Wolfgang Langewiesche,  

author of Stick and Rudder, 

 describing flying on  

instruments in A  

Flier’s World, 1943 
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public in for some fun with their 

families to see, hear and watch 

airplanes on the ground, in the air 

and to go for a ride!  Remember 

your first experience?  Remember 

when you introduced your first rid-

er to their first plane ride?  How 

exciting it was for the both of you? 

   

We need all of you to come out 

and support this event. Bring your 

families to help and work along-

side you!! It’s great fun and the 

one time we can all gather and 

bond as club members to serve 

the club and our local communi-

ties. You meet your fellow club 

members in an atmosphere of 

working together to achieve a com-

mon goal, bonding with those you 

work with, plus it’s great fun doing 

so.  We start at 0630 and finish 

around 1430.  Many hands make 

light work!! It works!  We have “set 

up day” on Saturday (May 21) with 

a lunch that follows, then it’s show 

day on Sunday!  Rain or shine! 

People come no matter what the 

weather is, but the sunnier the 

day, the more visitors we get. We 

have served up to 2500 in the 

past! Even on the rainiest day, we 

have served over 1300. You will all 

have an allotment of tickets to sell. 

Our membership selling tickets 

helps offset the cost of running the 

breakfast and brings more people 

to the event beyond those aware 

of it from local knowledge and ad-

vertising. These are needed and 

necessary ticket sales! Sell your 

tickets! Sell more! Use them to get 

people out to our beloved club! 

When asked about the airport, 

members of our community com-

monly reply, “They have a great 

breakfast that we look forward to 

attending every year!” Talk about 

great community relations! Sup-

porting our communities’ desire to 

come and participate in aviation at 

“their airport” is worth doing, even 

if we were to lose money. The won-

der of aviation never dulls or is 

lost!   

 

Once a quarter this year we will be 

holding a social event to “Come 

out to Get to Know our New Club 

Members”.  We will hold these on 

Saturdays with lunch in the 

maintenance hangar (it has heat). 

Our first “meet and greet” will be 

held 3/26/22, then 6/18/22, 

9/17/22 and at our annual Christ-

mas party for December. Put these 

dates in your calendar and be sure 

to come out to meet our new club 

members and make them feel wel-

come among the family!  

 

We have enjoyed “Tony’s” club 

lunches on Saturdays throughout 

the summer for several years now. 

Thank you TONY! These will contin-

ue this year, of course. We will also 

have a board member sponsor a 

lunch once a month. Donations to 

support these lunches will always 

be appreciated (and thank you 

very much). Each board member 

will offer a side or two to enhance 

and excite our culinary side!!!  Yep, 

once a month throughout the year. 

(We need to be sure the heat 

works in the maintenance hangar!) 

Oh, I can hear the hangar tales 

now! 

 

Starting in March, we will also have 

cookouts prior to each club mem-

bership meeting at 6 pm (that’s 

1800 for those of you on military 

time). Nothing fancy, dogs, burgers 

and great company. It will be a fun 

(Continued on page 3) 

of your first trip to an airport? First 

plane ride? It is very rare that an 

organization’s function becomes 

an annual tradition in any commu-

nity. Ours is a family community 

tradition in two communities and 

for all of Wayne County. I have had 

so many people in both the Town 

of Sodus and the Town of William-

son ask me “Are you having the 

breakfast this year?”  One person 

told me she has fond memories of 

coming to the breakfast with her 

family as a young girl and experi-

encing the thrill of seeing airplanes 

up close. Now she looks forward to 

taking her granddaughters to the 

breakfast every year!  That is a 4th 

generation thrill for many today, 

especially in our two local commu-

nities!!!  For me, it’s also a 4th gen-

eration tradition as my “grand avia-

tors” enjoy the same excitement 

that swirls around it as I did when 

attending with my folks. My very 

first ride in an airplane was at the 

Williamson Flying Club Apple Blos-

som Breakfast! This is our signa-

ture community event where we 

open our fences and invite the 
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social gathering prior to the meet-

ing! We will add a 15 minute FAA 

FAAST safety talk at the end of 

each meeting with Mike Bjerga. 

 

Plans are underway for our annual 

flying club member picnic (V.P. 

Scott Lasky). As the details unfold, 

we will get them out to you. Spot 

landing contests, flower bombing, 

kids, planes, contests…fun stuff!!! 

 

The new Warrior will be getting 

some upgraded avionics this year. 

We are still gathering pricing, but 

commit to these upgrades so that 

it will be a wonderful cross country 

machine. The market is not favora-

ble to purchase a fifth airplane as 

a third trainer right now. We are 

watching for opportunities, so if 

you see one that is a hot deal, 

please let us know.  Hopefully we 

will come across one that will be a 

good fit for our fleet.   

 

We will be conducting a survey 

among our membership to see 

who has what talents that may be 

beneficial to running and maintain-

ing the club. This is our airport, our 

field, and our buildings.  We rely on 

our club’s talent to keep it up and 

maintained. We always have.   

When the survey comes out, 

please complete it. There is no 

greater joy than working around 

the airport, especially not having a 

need to make excuses to come to 

the airport to hang out otherwise.  

We are looking for people to serve 

on committees for grounds 

(mowing, snow plowing, field work, 

runway/taxiway work), buildings, 

administrative duties, aircraft de-

tailing, and membership support.  

(Continued from page 2) We will be looking at some other 

committees to support our club 

and its membership once we get 

the survey completed. We are also 

looking at other options to replace 

the current system of recognizing 

your volunteer efforts on various 

committees. More on that in a cou-

ple of months. 

 

We are looking for new club mem-

ber mentors. If you are interested, 

please let me know. We will be cre-

ating a Membership Committee.  

One duty will be to provide new 

member support that will include 

mentoring and a venue for the 

membership to know who to reach 

out to for support. We brought in 

25 new members last year! Let’s 

be sure to engage them, eh? Re-

member when you were new to the 

club or new to flying? 

 

Come on out to the club!! Go fly-

ing!!! If you are rusty, well, get up 

with an instructor and get fresh 

again! Or fly right seat with some-

one else and split the gas! Right 

seat flying is a great way to get 

comfortable again. Tour around 

the hangars and, if you see a hang-

ar door open, stop in to see what is 

hiding in there, introduce yourself, 

talk to the person in the hangar, 

swap stories. Over 80% of the peo-

ple renting hangars are them-

selves club members! There are 

many stories to be heard and a 

large variety of planes to look at!  

Don’t be bashful. It’s your club!  

Tour around! 

 

See you at our next Membership 

meeting! Come early for a dog or 

burger! 

See that water out there? It’s the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

Contribute to the Newsletter! 
 

“Hey! I take some pretty great 

photos, too! Why aren’t mine in 

the newsletter?” 

 

We’re always looking for an op-

portunity to showcase how our 

members enjoy aviation. Or 

maybe you have a great story to 

tell? We’d love to share it. We’ll 

even help you write it!  

 

Submit your photos and stories  

to the newsletter by emailing: 

 
Newsletter@williamsonflyingclub.com 

Congratulations To the 

2022 WFC Board 
 

Following elections at the February 

2022 annual meeting, the William-

son Flying Club has a new Board of 

Directors. Congratulations to both 

incoming and continuing members 

and thank you for your service! 

 

President: Bob Fratangelo 

Vice President: Scott Lasky 

Treasurer: Bob Herloski 

Secretary: Paula Sippel 

Past President: Randy Christian 

Director, 2020: Lesly Jean-Louis 

Director, 2021: Dick Swingly 

Director, 2022: Gilead Biggie 

 

If you have ever wanted to know 

more about who our board mem-

bers are as people and pilots, 

many have been featured in past 

Member Spotlight columns right 

here in the WFC Flyer. All are pas-

sionate aviators and have their 

own stories to tell. Underlined links 

above will take you to the relevant 

WFC Flyer issues featuring each 

board member. 

mailto:newsletter@williamsonflyingclub.com
https://www.williamsonflyingclub.com/documents/NewsLetterArchive/202102.pdf
https://www.williamsonflyingclub.com/documents/NewsLetterArchive/202111.pdf
https://www.williamsonflyingclub.com/documents/NewsLetterArchive/201905.pdf
https://www.williamsonflyingclub.com/documents/NewsLetterArchive/201911.pdf
https://www.williamsonflyingclub.com/documents/NewsLetterArchive/202006.pdf
https://www.williamsonflyingclub.com/documents/NewsLetterArchive/202108.pdf
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Cool Places To Fly by Chris Houston 

Destination: Bradley International 

(KBDL), Windsor Locks, CT 

 

Distance: 211 nautical miles 

 

Why It’s Cool: 

Bradley International is home to 

one of the finest aviation muse-

ums in the northeast, the New Eng-

land Air Museum (NEAM). 

 

NEAM boasts a range of aircraft in 

its collection, civil to military, pis-

ton powered to turbine. There is a 

large sampling of World War II air-

craft including classics like the 

Thunderbolt, a Hellcat, an A-26, 

and a Corsair. NEAM takes full ad-

vantage of its location near the 

traditional homes of Sikorsky, Pratt 

& Whitney, Chance Vought, and 

Kaman Aircraft. It features a num-

ber of rare or unusual helicopters 

and flying boats built by Sikorsky. 

Helicopters from Kaman Aircraft 

are well represented from across 

the decades. While many muse-

ums with large World War II collec-

tions feature a Corsair, the NEAM’s 

Corsair is a 1944 XF4U-4 model, 

prototype to the  F4U-4 Corsairs 

built just down the road in East 

Hartford, CT. 

 

What makes the NEAM stand out 

over other aviation museums is 

the number of rare aircraft on dis-

play. The crown jewel of the WWII 

collection is the B-29 Superfor-

tress Jack’s Hack, its distinctive 

glassed-in nose having inspired 

Han Solo’s beloved Millennium 

Falcon (wookie not included). Upon 

entering the museum, visitors are 

greeted by a 1969 Sikorsky CH-54 

Tarhe, the military version of the 

famous Skycrane helicopter. The 

civilian aviation hangar is dominat-

ed by the massive VS-44A flying 

boat Excambian. Built in 1942, it 

is one of only three VS-44As ever 

constructed by Sikorsky and repre-

sents the sole surviving American-

built, commercial, trans-oceanic, 

four-engine flying boat regardless 

of make or model. It is a beautiful 

throwback to the early twentieth 

century when Pan Am flying boats 

dominated international commer-

(Continued on page 5) 

Turning final for runway 33 at KBDL 

My airplane at Signature (the little one behind the jet) 

Lockheed Electra, 3 serial numbers before Amelia Earhart’s Climbing into the cockpit of the mighty P-47 Thunderbolt 

The Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 

Main entrance of the NEAM Restored Boeing B-29 Superfortress 

Nose to nose with the B-29 at NEAM 

Quite possibly the least-racy nose art I have ever seen 

https://neam.org/
https://neam.org/
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cial flying. Other rare artifacts in-

clude a fully restored 1942 Good-

year ZNPK-28 Blimp Control Car. 

These blimps were put into service 

along US coastlines during WWII 

for aerial photography, SAR, anti-

submarine patrol, and mine 

sweeping. Powered by two Pratt & 

Whitney R-1340-AN2 550 horse-

power radial Wasp engines mount-

ed in pods on either side of the 

gondola, it is the only control car of 

its kind still in existence. 

 

All of NEAM’s aircraft on display 

are in excellent condition. During 

my visit in January of 2022, sever-

al aircraft cockpits were open and 

available for close inspection in-

(Continued from page 4) cluding a 1985 Kaman Seasprite 

helicopter, a 1953 North American 

F-100A Super Sabre, and a 1945 

Republic P-47 Thunderbolt built 

just across the sound on Long Is-

land. Sitting in the well-used F-

100A cockpit, astride the first 

USAF fighter capable of going su-

personic in level flight, I imagined 

being a fresh faced 20-something 

blasting through the atmosphere in 

one of the fastest machines of its 

era.  

 

Suffice to say, I had a blast explor-

ing the NEAM, my first  visit since 

2010. The docents I met were 

friendly and excited to talk about 

airplanes. Many were former mili-

tary pilots. This museum is a step 

above the typical and well worth 

visiting for those who enjoy old air-

planes. 

 

Bradley International (KBDL) is 

surrounded by Class C airspace 

and is claimed to be the second 

largest commercial airport in New 

England after Boston Logan 

(disclaimer: data not independent-

ly verified). Bradley hosts a mixture 

of commercial, military, and gen-

eral aviation. Overall, it operates 

much like Greater Rochester Inter-

national (KROC) and would be 

comfortable for any pilot accus-

tomed to landing at Rochester. 

 

Tips:  

• NEAM is located on the north 

side of Bradley International, 

just east of the approach end 

of runway 15. 

• Admission to NEAM is $10, 

$18, and $15 dollars for 

youths, adults, and 65+, re-

spectively. 

• NEAM hours are 9:00 am to 

4:00 pm Tuesday—Sunday. 

(Continued on page 6) 
The North American F100-A Super Sabre  

Super Sabre cockpit 

Super Sabre throttle Sikorsky VS-44A Excambian 

Sikorsky CH-54 Tarhe, a militarized Skycrane 

Douglas A-26 Invader medium bomber 

1942 Goodyear ZNPK-28 Blimp Control Car  
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• Bradley hosts two FBO’s, Sig-

nature and TAC-Air. Both FBOs 

claim to provide shuttle service 

to the NEAM, but NEAM is only 

reasonably walkable from Sig-

nature.  

• Fuel is currently $7.50 and 

$7.45/gal at TAC-Air and Sig-

nature, respectively.  

• Given the larger airport, it is 

not surprising that there is a 

fee structure to manage. As of 

January 2022, the fees quoted 

by Signature were: 

• $5 landing fee 

• $39 handling fee 

• $25 parking fee (if 

(Continued from page 5) parked longer than 2 

hours) 

• The $39 handling fee 

is waived with the pur-

chase of at least 10 

gallons of fuel. Thus, 

with a fuel purchase, 

2+ hours of parking 

would cost $30. 

• However, after they quoted the 

above fees to me over the 

phone, I arrived to discover 

that they were unable to pump 

avgas. As a result, all fees 

(including the landing fee) 

were waived. It cost me noth-

ing to park at Signature for 

three hours. I couldn’t have 

planned it that well if I tried. 

• More details and photos can 

be found on my blog, Photo-

graphic Logbook. 

 

[Author’s Note: This article is up-

dated from an earlier feature run 

in the May 2019 WFC Flyer.] 

Member Spotlight: Gilead Biggie by Chris Houston 

logged around 300 hours and al-

ready experienced a number of 

aeronautical adventures on both 

the east and west coasts. 

 

Gilead’s close family friend Shalom 

was his aviation inspiration. As a 

pre-teen, Gilead experienced his 

first flight in Shalom’s Cirrus SR-20 

in his native Maine. “I really liked 

the fact that you could hop in a 

plane and be somewhere ostensi-

bly far away in just a couple of 

hours,” he says of his early appre-

ciation for flight.  

 

The years that followed as a broke 

college student were not condu-

cive to pursuing the dream of 

flight. However, studying Mechani-

cal Engineering at the University of 

Rochester reunited him with Sha-

lom who relocated to Rochester for 

 

Member:  Gilead Biggie 

Ratings:  PP-SEL 

Hours:  ~ 300 

Joined WFC:  2020 

WFC Roles: Director, Activities  

 Committee 

Douglas DC-3 in Eastern Airlines markings 

family reasons. That association 

kept the dream alive through Gile-

ad’s college years.  

 

When he graduated from the U of 

R with his Bachelor’s in Mechani-

cal Engineering, he relocated to 

Maryland for his first job. With a 

real paycheck, it was time to really 

explore aviation. He started with a 

flight school based at the College 

Park Airport (KCGS) in Maryland. 

College Park is known as one of 

the “DC3”, one of three airports 

located within the Washington DC 

Flight Restricted Zone (FRZ). Pilots 

operating from College Park re-

quire vetting and ultimately receive 

a PIN to allow filing flight plans into 

or out of the FRZ. Although Gilead 

applied for and received a PIN, he 

never had to use it. Frustrated with 

(Continued on page 7) 

A private pilot certificate repre-

sents freedom. This is something 

that Gilead Biggie, recently-elected 

Director on the Williamson Flying 

Club board took to heart. In less 

than two years after earning his 

private pilot certificate, Gilead has 

https://warrior481.blogspot.com/2022/01/astride-thunderbolt-flight-to-neam.html
https://warrior481.blogspot.com/2022/01/astride-thunderbolt-flight-to-neam.html
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slow progress in College Park, he 

switched to a new flight school be-

fore soloing. 

 

Gilead felt truly at home at Blue 

Star Aviation Services at the Lost 

Acres Airport (8PN0) in Chambers-

burg, PA. He flew a PA-28-151 

Warrior with a 160 horsepower 

upgraded engine from an 1800 

foot long private turf runway. This 

provided Gilead an excellent op-

portunity to hone his short field 

technique. “Flat was not a word 

you’d use to describe it,” he adds 

in speaking of the strip. He soloed 

from Lost Acres and ultimately 

earned his Private Pilot certificate 

in May of 2020. 

 

In August of 2020, a new job op-

portunity with SimuTech Group 

brought Gilead back to Rochester 

where he sought out a new place 

to fly. From his college days, he 

was aware of both the Rochester 

Air Center and the Williamson Fly-

ing Club and ultimately joined the 

WFC in October of 2020. While the 

lower cost of flying with the WFC 

was a factor, the community and 

member activity at the club were 

what won him over. While he en-

joyed his time at Lost Acres, he 

craved a sense of community that 

was missing from there and the 

WFC satisfied that need capably. 

 

In the brief time since earning his 

certificate, Gilead has had a strik-

ing number of aeronautical adven-

tures. He has PIC time in the Cirrus 

SR-22 that Shalom upgraded to 

since his early flying days in Maine.  

Right after earning his certificate, 

Gilead flew with Shalom in the Cir-

(Continued from page 6) rus from Rochester to Boulder, CO. 

It was Gilead’s first opportunity to 

experience a true cross country 

flight by general aviation. 

 

In 2021, a trip to the west coast 

resulted in a unique opportunity. 

After a brief checkout, a friend of-

fered Gilead the opportunity to fly 

his Cessna 150 from Independ-

ence, OR to multiple destinations 

in California and Washington. It 

was his first C-150 experience and 

he accumulated 40 hours in the 

fun to fly two seater over the 

course of five days. Destinations 

included the Mojave Air and Space 

Port (KMHV), Catalina Island 

(KAVX), and Copalis State Airport 

(S16), the only FAA-designated 

beach runway in the lower 48. Gile-

ad recounted his west coast ad-

venture in a trip report for the No-

vember 2021 issue of the WFC 

Flyer. Gilead also has an excellent 

eye for photography as evidenced 

by the images accompanying the 

article and available on his Insta-

gram account. 

 

His first WFC activity was in Octo-

ber 2021 when he and Shalom 

joined an Activities Committee fly-

out to Cleveland’s Burke Lakefront 

Airport (KBKL) for lunch and a tour 

of the Steamship William G 

Mather. Over lunch at the Winking 

Lizard Tavern, we discovered that 

Gilead and WFC member Tom 

Carter both attended the same 

high school in Maine, only to move 

to the Rochester area and join the 

WFC. What are the odds? 

 

He also highlights a group fly-out 

with WFC members to Bradford 

Regional Airport (KBFD) for a truly 

outstanding dinner at the Runway 

Bar & Grill. He notes that it is a lot 

of fun to fly with a group of other 

airplanes.  

 

After landing at the only FAA-

recognized beach airport in the 

lower 48 in 2021, he started 2022 

by landing N1185X at the only FAA-

recognized ice runway in the lower 

48. It was his first visit to Alton Bay 

(B18), where he joined with three 

other WFC aircraft and members 

on February 6. The WFC aircraft 

landed within two hours of the ice 

runway opening for the year and 

(Continued on page 8) 

Gilead after his first solo flight in the Blue Star Warrior 

With friend Teddy and N1185X at the Alton Bay ice runway 

Gilead (left) in Cleveland with WFC and Shalom (far right) 

https://www.williamsonflyingclub.com/documents/NewsLetterArchive/202111.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/gileadb/
https://www.instagram.com/gileadb/
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comprised four of the 30 aircraft 

that landed at Alton Bay on open-

ing day in 2022. While Alton Bay 

was truly a highlight for Gilead on 

that flight, the day also included a 

visit to Martha’s Vineyard (KMVY) 

and an aerial tour of the Boston 

skyline. 

 

That’s a lot of adventure for some-

one who earned his certificate less 

than two years ago! He has logged 

PIC time in various Cherokee mod-

els, the club’s former Hawk XP, the 

SR-22, and the Cessna 150. He 

has even logged a few tailwheel 

(Continued from page 7) landings in a Citabria. Gilead is 

also actively working toward an 

Instrument Rating with club in-

structor Dan Adams. 

 

Wanting to become more involved 

with the WFC, Gilead has accepted 

a number of volunteer roles. He 

served on the Nominations Com-

mittee for the 2022 election, 

joined the Activities Committee, 

was elected to a Director seat, and 

was recently designed as Bird Bath 

Promotor by Mike Bjerga. 

 

When not involved with aviation or 

club activities, Gilead works at the 

SimuTech Group, a consulting firm 

that specializes in mechanical 

load, vibration, and strain testing. 

His current focus is on prototype 

wind turbines, doing studies to val-

idate that they “do what they’re 

supposed to do without falling 

over.” 

 

As we wrapped up our discussion, 

Gilead added that he is “looking 

forward to helping with the board 

and making sure that this club 

continues being the excellent or-

ganization that it is.” Surely, this is 

a sentiment that we can all get 

behind! 

2022 Williamson Apple Blossom Festival Pancake Breakfast by Kim Christian 

It's official - the 2022 Pancake Breakfast is on! Our tentative roster for this year's breakfast is shown below. Please 

take a couple minutes and find your name and see what your assignment is. Please contact me with any concerns 

or if you are unable to find your name and I will help you. 

 

This year we'll be looking for some new people to start stepping into the Chair rolls for those that are retiring or just 

needing additional helping hands. If you are interested in any of these positions - please let me know. 

 

Thanks so much - looking forward to seeing everybody ! 
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